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A WORD TO THE WISE
RABBI JAY H. ROSENBAUM

Passover: The Holiday of Jewish UnityDateline Rome

Our Temple has been acknowledged as a major force in bringing people of different faiths, nationalities, races and ethnic
backgrounds together. Our international High School Youth Exchange Programs have been praised in the pages of the Cormgaéssio
Record, on TV and in the New York Times. This past January, our Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemoration, was the largéisincofli
Synagogues and Jewi sh Organizations in America cel ebmwhweremg t he |
mentioned in the international media as the most likely successors to John Paul Il after his death, were guests in our Sangtand Pope
Benedict XVI gave his personal support to our Ameriedewish/ItalianCatholic High School Youth Exchange Program in which Teniptael
and the Vatican collaborate.

While all these efforts are laudable and indeed necessary in our world filled with religious and ethnic strife, the mostusel@and
widely observed of Jewish Holidays, Passover, comes to teach us of our primary obligation: to be involved in the mitzvalpivighto bring
about Jewish Unity. Thelaggadah which is our road map through the Seder and contains the most moving of Jewish songs and prayers,
makes this point over and over and over again. We begalatherwi t h t h
nightswee at | eavened or unleavened bread. 0 And so, the poi wddthes mac
entire Jewish collective. After the children ask the four questions, the parents begin the process of answering with thdsMdADEM
HAYINBBQAlof us were slaves to Phar aoh KOhDIEHFWmEAIwhd are Himgry comg and share irStieisd e r ,
holy banquet. 6 In the saga oRIASHAhTae wicked son, i somamed Hedaese he exeludesthimself fsom| a b
the Jewish collective and by doing so, as the prayer toheates, O0ITf

redeemed. 6

Yes, the story of Passover reminds us that Pharaoh did not distinguish between Jews, and as we follow the commandment to tell
the story of the Exodus from Egypt in terms of the rotdstingutsh es of
between Jews, and the terrorists that plague us and our brothers and sisters in the land of Israel and around the World tldistinguish
between Jews, wegannot and must not make that distinction either. The truth of our history these past four thousand years has proven that
we are one people of one faith and one fate who are enjoined by God to love each other more and judge each other less.

Temple Israel, over the course of this past century, has diligently performed the mitzvah of promoting Jewish Unity while at
same time faithfully maintaining our commitment to Reform Judaism. We have always recognized that joining with and uplitinéellow
Jews from the other branches of Judaism does not weaken us or compromise our heartfelt and deep held Reform Jewish Themibgy,
rather strengthens us as we work to strengthen the Jewish People. To this end, on Februatywid embarked on an interdenominational,
intra-Jewish and international High School Youth Exchange Program reaching across the Atlantic while at the same time reachitayaur
fellow Jews from the other branches of our faith, both locally and internationally. Our Ameridanish/Italian-Jewish High Skeool Youth
Exchange Program with the City of Rome shows our power and potential when, as a people, we work together in harmony and unity

During the February break, eighteen students from our congregation and community were guests of twenéystudents from
Renzo Levi High School in Rome and were embraced by their host families and this Werldwned Yeshiva, which is under the ausges of
the Orthodox Chief Rabbinate of Rome. Together these young adults took in the historic sights of Rome, toured the Jewisib Gihe the
Grand Synagogue, visited the Vatican, Jewish Heritage Museum, and played together and prayed together in unity. On tdayadttheir
odyssey, they traveled to Florence where they were welcomed by my dear friend, Rabbi Joseph Levi, Chief Rabbi of Floreriaseamly
and were joined by Jewish High School Students from Florence and Milan. And so, for the first time in history, collestie@hade the
statement that, in spite of our differences and modes of Jewish practice and worship, we can and will dwell together in paadaunity.

From March 14h to the 21st, our Jr. Ambassadors will host their exchange partners from Rome except for the Sabbath when they
will be guests of members of the Orthodox communities of the Five Towns through the efforts of Rabbi Kaminetsky and the Weloadlemy
of Long Beach High School.

In the Talmud,we are provided with two models of the Synagogue: one is the Synagogue asBeeTefilah,house of prayer and
the other is the Synagogue as thBet Kenesset a place of assembly for the Jewish people. Thalmudgoes on to teach us that theBet
Kenessetwas the place to which the leaders of government and society came and the venue from which the collective concerns and needs
of the Jewish people were addressed. Through our Italian Jewish Exchange Program and so many other programs at Temp|ensicah
take great pride in knowing that we are th8et Kenessetthat not only serves our Community, but also serves World Jewry. We have much
to be proud of at Temple Israel as | am so proud of each and every one of you.

Amy, Michelle, Jordan, Dylan, Ryan and | wish you, your family and loved ones, a very happy, healthy and sweet Passover.
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COME JOIN US
FOR AN ADULT EDUCATION TRIP

THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 2010

TRIP TO THE CI®YCATHEDRAL TOURS

A GUIDED TOUR OF:

ST. PATRICKS CATHEDRA:00 AM

ST. JOHN THE DIVINE CATHEGRRQO0 PM

UNCH 11:30 AM

TRANSPORTATION
Bus will leave Temple Israel parking lot at 9:00 AM
Bus will leave the City at 2:30 PM.

COST Tours and bus $35.00 per person
(LUNCH NOT INCLUDED IN THE COST)
SPACE IS LIMITED TO 15 PEO®HIRST COME, FIRST SERVED.

THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 2010
NAME:

Number of People at $35 each:
Enclose is my check for $ or charge my
credit card- VISA MC
Number
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You know
6em,
{0 em,
live without
. 0 e drhere
they are, my annual Jewish Jokes for
Purim!!

1. A man who has finally made it in
business treats himself to a new
Lamborghini. After buying it, he feels
guilty so he goes to the Orthodox Rabbi
and asks for a mezuzah for the
Lamborghini.

"You want a mezuzah for what?" the
Rabbi asks.

"It's a Lamborghini,"

"What's a Lamborghini?" asks the
Rabbi.

"A sports car."

"What? That's blasphemy!" the Rabbi
shouts. "You want a mezuzah for a
sports car? Go to the Conservatives!"
Well, the man is disappointed, but
goes to the Conservative Rabbi and
asks for a mezuzah.

"You want a mezuzah for what?" the
Rabbi asks.

"For my Lamborghini”, the man replies.

"What's a Lamborghini?" asks the
Rabbi.

"A car, a sports car."

"What kind of sports car?" asks the
Rabbi.

"ltalian."

"What? That is blasphemy!" the Rabbi
shouts. "You want a mezuzah for a
Goyishe car? Go to the Reform!"
Again, the man feels guilty and
disappointed, but goes to the Reform
Rabbi.

"Rabbi," he asks, "I'd like a mezuzah
for my Lamborghini."

"You have a Lamborghini?" asks the
Rabbi.

"You know what it is?" says the man.
"Of course! It's a fantastic Italian
sports car. What's a mezuzah?"

2. Morris and his wife Esther went to
the state fair every year, and every
year Morris would say, "Esther, | 'd like
to ride in that helicopter".

Esther always replied, "I know Morris,
but that helicopter ride is fifty dollars-
and fifty dollars is fifty dollars".

One year Esther and Morris went to the
fair, and Morris said, "Esther, I'm 85
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years old. If | don't ride that helicopter, |
might never get another chance."
Esther replied, "Morris that helicopter is
fifty dollars --and fifty dollars is fifty
dollars".

The pilot overheard the couple and
said, "Folks I'll make you a deal. I'll take
the both of you for a ride. If you can
stay quiet for the entire ride and not
say a word | won't charge you! But if
you say one word, it's fifty dollars."
Morris and Esther agreed and up they
went. The pilot did all kinds of fancy
maneuvers, but not a word was heard.
He did his daredevil tricks over and
over again, but still not a word. When
they landed, the pilot turned to Morris
and said, "By golly, | did everything |
could to get you to yell out, but you
didn't. I'm impressed!"

Morris replied, "Well, to tell you the
truth, | almost said something when
Esther fell out, but you know-fifty
dollars is fifty dollars."

3. About a century or two ago, the Pope
decided that all the Jews had to leave
the Vatican. Naturally there was a big
uproar from the Jewish community. So
the Pope made a deal. He would have a
religious debate with a member of the
Jewish community. If the Jew won, the
Jews could stay. If the Pope won, the
Jews would leave. The Jews realized
that they had no choice. So they picked
a middle aged man named Moishe to
represent them. Moishe asked for one
addition to the debate. To make it more
interesting, neither side would be
allowed to talk. The pope agreed.

The day of the great debate came.
Moishe and the Pope sat opposite each
other for a full minute before the Pope
raised his hand and showed three
fingers. Moishe looked back at him and
raised one finger.

The Pope waved his fingers in a circle
around his head. Moishe pointed to the
ground where he sat.

The Pope pulled out a wafer and a
glass of wine. Moishe pulled out an
apple. The Pope stood up and said, "I
give up. This man is too good. The Jews
can stay."

An hour later, the cardinals were all
around the Pope asking him what
happened. The Pope said: "First | held
up three fingers to represent the Trinity.

He responded by holding up one finger
to remind me that there was still one
God common to both our religions. Then
| waved my finger around me to show
him that God was all around us. He
responded by pointing to the ground
and showing that God was also right
here with us. | pulled out the wine and
the wafer to show that God absolves us
from our sins. He pulled out an apple to
remind me of original sin. He had an
answer for everything. What could | do?"
Meanwhile, the Jewish community had
crowded around Moishe. "What
happened?" they asked. "Well," said
Moishe, "First he said to me that the
Jews had three days to get out of here. |
told him that not one of us was leaving.
Then he told me that this whole city
would be cleared of Jews. | let him know
that we were staying right here.”

"And then?" asked a woman.

"I don't know," said Moishe. "He took
out his lunch and | took out mine."

4. An elderly man in Miami calls his son
in New York and says, "l hate to ruin
your day, but | have to tell you that your
mother and | are divorcing. Fortfive
years of misery is enough."

"Pop, what are you talking about?" the
son screams.

"We can't stand the sight of each other
any longer," the old man says. "We're
sick of each other, and I'm sick of
talking about this, so you call your sister
in Chicago and tell her," and he hangs
up.

Frantic, the son calls his sister, who
explodes on the phone, "Like heck
they're getting divorced," she shouts, "I'l
take care of this." She calls her father
immediately and screams at the old
man, "You are NOT getting divorced!
Don't do a single thing until | get there.
I'm calling my brother back! , and we'll
both be there tomorrow. Until then,

don't do a thing, DO YOU HEAR ME?"
and hangs up.

The old man hangs up his phone and
turns to his wife. "Okay," he says,
"They're coming for Passover and paying
their own airfares."
Heyéél never
funny!!!

On behalf of Lisa, Jessica and Jason,
allow me to wish you a Chag Sameach!
Happy Purim!

promi sed






